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Proposal for a Battery Directive repealing Directive 91/157/EEC 

 
EICTA position on the implications for design and manufacturing of 

Electrical and Electronic Equipment 
 
 

EICTA would like to raise its concern regarding the removability criteria introduced in Amendment 181 of 
the proposed Battery Directive. If adopted, this amendment would result in the setting up of administrative 
and design requirements to electronic and electric equipment containing batteries, which: 
 

1) go beyond the scope of the Directive; 
2) are counterproductive for the environment; 
3) and impose an unnecessary burden for industry 

 
Amendment 18 (Art. 5) of the draft Directive introduces a new paragraph (2a) that states that batteries and 
accumulators cannot be incorporated into the appliances unless they can be readily removed, when spent, 
by the consumer.  EICTA is particularly concerned about the impact this amendment would have on the use 
of internal batteries in IT, telecommunications and consumer electronics. Such batteries are designed to 
outlive the product and do not need to be replaced by consumers.  
 
EICTA is of the opinion that this amendment goes beyond the scope of the battery Directive. Requirements 
related to design should be dealt with within the current EuP Directive2, which provides coherent EU-wide 
rules for eco-design and ensures that disparities among national regulations do not become obstacles to 
intra-EU trade.  
 
In the justification of amendment 18 it is said that the batteries of small appliances, that are difficult to 
remove for the consumer have a high probability of ending up in the waste, still containing the batteries. 
Without the WEEE directive this could be a possibility, but now that the WEEE Directive is in force, this is no 
longer possible. The WEEE directive (Annex II) requires the removal of batteries before selective treatment.  
 
In fact, the amendment is counterproductive in terms of environmental gains. Because of eco-design 
characteristics, batteries are becoming smaller in size and more energy efficient. This results in smaller 
appliances in which batteries are integrated at the core of the device (e.g. on the printed circuit board) 
without unnecessary casing and plastics usage in order to create a separate compartment for batteries. Any 
design constraint, imposed by the battery Directive, will hinder this trend and result in a negative 
environmental impact.  
 
The removability requirement would put an enormous burden on industry. Currently large R&D programmes 
have been undertaken by industry to study and minimise the environmental impact of equipment. The 
removability design requirement could significantly harm this investment and delay or even lead to a 
cancellation of products that are nearly ready to be put on the market.    
 
The use of internal batteries is limited to some IT, telecommunications, and consumer electronic products 
for powering the storage of factory or user settings of the product.  The batteries used for this purpose are 
designed to outlive the product and thus do not need to be changed by the end user. Giving the end user 

                                                        
1  Recommendation for second reading: A6-0335/2005 
2 Directive 2005/32/EC OJEU L 191, 22.7.2005, p. 29-58. 



the possibility (amendment 18) to remove the internal battery will only have a negative impact as factory or 
user settings will be lost and could harm the proper functioning of the product (see attached “Backup 
batteries in CE products.ppt” as example. Please note, while the product shown in the attached presentation 
would generally be exempted from the removability criteria, it functions as an example of how internal 
batteries are integrated in IT, telecommunications and Consumer Electronics equipment which would not be 
exempted from the provisions of article 18). 
 
Conclusion: 
For the above reasons, we call upon the Conciliation Committee to reject Amendment 18 in order not to 
hamper developments in the technology sector that are aimed at reducing environmental impact and 
encourage eco design. 
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