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	Renegotiation and/or updating of the WTO plurilateral Information Technology Agreement (ITA)     

	TEXT:


	The WTO Information Technology Agreement (ITA) was concluded at the Singapore Ministerial Conference in December 1996, i.e. exactly ten years ago.

Although of a plurilateral nature, this Agreement is applied by countries (including the EU) which collectively represent more than 90% of world trade in information technology products and plays an important role as an engine of economic growth and development through the dissemination of technical innovation and related productivity gains.

Despite the rapid technology changes characterising this industry, the lists of products covered by the ITA have not been updated since the conclusion of this Agreement ten years ago.

This raises problems both in relation to new information technology products not covered by the Agreement and in relation to products initially covered by the Agreement which have since fallen outside its scope through a process of technological convergence with products not covered by the Agreement.

An attempt by ITA participants to review the coverage of the Agreement took place in 1997-99 (the so-called ITA II negotiations) but failed to achieve any concrete results and was eventually abandoned in favour of a more general effort aimed at improving market access for non-agricultural products (NAMA) in the framework of the Doha Development Agenda (DDA).

As DDA negotiations appear to have reached an impasse, the preservation of the degree of trade liberalisation, already achieved through previous negotiations is more essential than ever.

Under these circumstances, could the Commission indicate:

1) whether it regards the current operation and state of implementation of the ITA as satisfactory?

2) whether it considers that a review of this agreement is necessary to expand its scope or at least prevent its reduction under the effect of technological convergence?

3) whether it intends to take the initiative of such a review in the near future?
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